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To you the flowing counſel I impart, 


' COUNSEL 


| - TO 8 


FRIENDS“ CHILDREN. 


1 bns bow! ER 8 


EAR. Little Friends, not tainted yet i il, | 
b ngximyiſled by will; 
Whoſe angels with th. 3 s beck attend, 
Now. yieys iS fache NH ateh he child and friend: 
Vou hopp he Ef aphręves whom men admire, 4 
Whony erben layer pd anggbers do deſirq, 


Fred Bib AH DFRing through my heart. 
Dot CI i Nm. _ 


Fear, fear the Lord f his awful preſence fear, 2 


: And dare nat line for he as ever near: 
Behold within the, light, of Jeſus ſhine 


Serene and ſaying,' Cheering and divine; Do 


Walk in this light, and by it all things ſee, 
Both what you are and what you ought to be 


Abroad, at home, in company, alone, og 
At ſchool, at meals, at work, at reſt, ene. 3 
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oy Be not diſpleas d, Il tell. thee what it is.” 
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When in the ſtreets you wicked words do hear, 
This mind, it ſoon will*bid you riot give ear ; 
Go when it tells you ye ſhould go your way, 
The peace of God will then be yours that day. 


Ill company, that worſt of ſnares, refrain, 
Let them entice, but {till entice in vain : 


How will your parents, and your friends, rejoice, 


When they ſhall hear their children's happy choice ? 
How will they love you, and the ſilent tears 
Beſpeak their hopes of your increaſing years ? 


What pray'rs and wiſhes in their boſoms ſpring ? 


What thanks for you, unto their God and King? 


Parents beſt know, whoſe anxious minds have borne 


Care for their offspring, day and night and morn : 
The joyful tidings which ſalute their ear, | 
When of their children's ſhunning fin they hear; 
What pleaſing paſſions vary in their breaſt, 

When the young victors bravely thus One: 2 


Watch all your words, and ever ſpeak the truth, 


What more belov'd, or comely is, in youth? 


Lie-not in jeſt, nor in a trifling thing, 
"Tis {till a lie, and may to greater bring: 
If, by neglect, by chance, or otherwiſe, 


A dread of ſome diſpleaſure ſhould ariſe, 
| Humbly declare it unto them you fear, 


And thus make way that they the truth may hear, 
J doubt I've ſomething done that is amiſs, 


What 


5 I) Tn 
& What parent, or what friend, will angry be, 
When youths ſo honeſt, and ſo wiſe, they ſee ? 


Dreſs not to pleaſe, nor imitate the nice; 
Be like good friends, and follow their advice; 
The rich may gaily clothe, yet not do welt, 
For dogs did eat attired Je 


Nor learn to Jan; nor ſacred things abuſe, 
True wiſdom learn, and all fuch wit refuſe. 


Deſire not many things; nor them much love; 
Young friends, your portion is in heav'n aboye : 
Here you mult live a felf-denying life, 

And ſhare with us in ſuffering, ſcorn, and ſtrife z _ 
Here ſhun the liberties which other take, 
And yield up all for holy Jeſus' fake. 


4 
{8 Speak truly {till with thou and thee to one, 
+ As unto God; and feed the pride in none MY 
Give them no flattering titles, though they ſcoff, N 
Leſt God, provok'd, ſhould quickly cut you off. 1 
Him only did not the three children fear, 
And with their hats before the king appear? 
* What faithful friends have ſuffer'd in this kind 
Trample not on, but often call to mind: 
The ſame unerring light, if kept unto, | 
Wil ſhow en what ĩt did your fathers ow. 
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When thou haſt warned been in this, my dear, L 


Not man to flatter, nor yet man to fear ; . 
Then doſt thou know thy Lord and Maſter's will, 
And thine tis then for ever to fulfil : 

He that tranſgreſſes, how can he expect 

God ſtill to ſpeak, if he it ſtill negle& ? 

Thus if thou art not mov'd by ſneer or frown, 
Angels from heaven with pleaſure will look down, 
And lend their ears to hear truth's language told, 
The foe be ſilenced and the child fo bold: 

A plaudit through th' eternal courts will ring, 
And praiſe for _ to the celeſtial King, 

With Friends and Elders when you g gathered are 
In jeſus' name, his promis'd preſence there; 
No uſeleſs ſights, nor trifles, then attend, 

But leave the child at home, and bring the friend: 
There wait ta feel the living pow'r ariſe; 
There breathe to God your wifhes and your ſighs; 


His ſpirit there, that beſt of gifts, is giv'n, 
Which lifts and wings the ſoul from earth to heav'n: 
The Donor, by whoſe promiſe it is due, 


Will give it ; he lov'd children and loves you. 


If any Friend is raiſed to declare 


The Goſpel truth, in ſpirit draw thon near, 


That face to face may be as in a glaſs, 
And mutual life to him and thee may paſs : 
Others will be encouraged, {till behind, 
When tby behaviour and concern they find; 


And 
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And will be glad t to with themſelves like thee h 
Their pattern; thou wilt their example be. 
And when a Friend in pray'r, by pow'r divine, 


His lips ſhall open, and his knees incline, 
Join to adore thy Saviour, God, and King, 


Join in his praiſes, and thy off ring bring 3 


Renew th' engagements of thy ſoul above, 
And bathe in oceans of eternal love. 

If thou art willing more to know and fee, | 
Vid thy friends, and oft at meetings be; 
There mayſt thou learn | (for theirs will be to ſhow) 4 
How truth does proſper, what its valiants do; 
Whoſe worthy noble acts will there be known, 
And ſwell thy ſoul with paſſions like. their own : 
Such paſſions as the dying martyrs felt, 
Nor did the fire they paſs'd their courage melt : - 
Such as the faint when to his God he kneels, | 
And ſuch as he who ſpeaks heav'n's meſſage, feels. 


With gales like theſe this world cannot RY 


Emit this light, nor kindle up this fire: 


How dull, how languid, earthly pleaſures are! a 


A round of folly, diſcontent, and care. 
How mean is it to quarrel, play, and feaſt, 


And by no other motives than the beaſt. 


Finally, chilkiren, idlenals ak 


The virtuous youth is {till (and well) employ' d 
Thy books, the garden, and thy father's art, 
At home may uſeful buſineſs oft impart z_ 


: 


There 
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There recreate thyſelf, and think it well 


To ſhun the paths, which others lead to bell; 
And may the bleſſed Spirit you direct, 
Directing, govern; n protect. 


And you, their parents, your aſſiſtance lend 
T' explain and make ſuccefsful what is penn'd; 
This let them learn, repeating leiſurely, 


Then aſk, or tell them, what is meant thereby: 


Watch over them, 'tis worthy well your care, 
O think what parents. to their children are ? 


Guardians for God, who likes you, or who blames ; Ef 


Fathers and mothers, venerable names ! 

Learn hence your duty to your offspring dear, 
From love to them, and to th' Almighty fear; 
So double happineſs may 'you attend, 


For theirs is 1 and both's h faithful friend. 


ANTHONY PURVER. 


ON 


S we ſhould eſteem our children ſome of the 

beſt outward treaſure we are, vor can be, 

| poſſeſſed of, they being a peculiar bleſſing from 

God; ſo we ought to be thankful to him ſor them, 

and pray to be endued with wiſdom from above, 

and enabled by his grace, rightly to CP our 
duties towards them. ED 


Me ought to employ our moſt ſerious thoughts, 
| and ſome of our time, in their education; I mean 
that part peculiarly belonging to parents, which is, 
to endeavour all that in them lies to implant in 
| their minds a ſenſe of piety and virtue, and to train 
them up in the beſt things. This would prove 
more advantageous to children than getting a great 

|  - deal of riches for them: for we have ſeen that 
many who have been more ſolicitous in acquiring 
great portions for their children, than in training 
them up in virtue, have had ſuch. as have quickly 
conſumed what their parents have for many years 


been accumulating by their utmoſt care and 
"NG: * 
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I would not be underſtood, as though I conſi- 
dered the beſt endeavours of parents, or a good 


education infallible ; as they may faithfully diſ- 


charge their parts, and yet have bad children : for 


unleſs the bleſſing of God goes along with their 


endeavours, their children having regard to the 


: teachings of the grace of God in themſelves, which 


reproves them for evil and aſſiſts them in well- 


doing, all the labour and care of parents will prove 
ineffectual: but it is often obſerved, where there is 
a religious concern on the minds of parents to train. 
up their children in piety and virtue, and they 
have taken ſuch methods in educating them as are 


conſonant thereunto, ſuch good and Chriſtian en- 


deavours have ſeldom failed of ſucceſs. And not 
only ſo, but there is alſo a great difference between 
* thoſe who have diſcharged their parts, and thoſe 
who have not; for if the children of the firſt ſhould 


prove extravagant, and turn their backs on the 
good advice and counſel of their parents, although 


it will be cauſe of ſorrow and grief to ſee any of 
them in danger of being loſt, yet they cannot want 


ſatisfaction in this, that nothing has been neglected 


on their parts. 


On the contrary, the laſt will not only have the 
affliction and ſorrow to ſee their cnildren prove bad, 


but when they ſeriouſly reflect on themſelves and 


their own miſconduct, they will have cauſe to fear 


that the ruin of their children may, in a great 


meaſure, 
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meaſure, be laid at the parents door ; which muſt 
be a two-fold affliction, whenever ſuch come to 
be rightly ſenſible 1 1 FIT 
Therefore it is the indiſpenſable duty of parents 
in the firſt place, to endeavour to be good examples 
to their children; for it cannot be expected they 
ſhould follow the advice of their parents, if they 
ſee them not in the practice of thoſe things they 
recommend: and that they take care to carry them- 
ſelves prudently in their families ; for children 
have very quick eyes and ears, and take more 
notice of the words and actions of their parents 
than many are aware of, and therefore we ought 
to be exceedingly careful what we ſay or do before 
them; for our conduct and behaviour ought to be 
ſuch as may gain eſteem in their minds. They can 
eafily ſpy our faults or weakneſſes; and when once 
a child has let in a mean opinion of its parents, 
occaſioned by their ill or imprudent management, 
their advice afterwards ſeldom produceth any good 
. „„ — 


. 


And there is one thing that is of penicious con- 
__ ſequence, and ought carefully to be avoided ; that 
| | is, father and mother not agreeing in their judg- 


ments, but often differing and diſputing even before 


their children, not only about matters of little mo- 
| ment, but alſo concerning ' thoſe things which 
relate to the management of their children: ſome» 

| | 3 times 


12 1 


times one ſhall reprove or correct the child for a 


fault committed, the other, through a fooliſh fond- 

neſs, ſhall vindicate, or at leaſt extenuate, the 

fault of the child, by which means they weaken 
| the hands of each other, to the great hurt many 

times of their . 


And „ if 9 ſhould at any. time be 
of different ſentiments, they ought to diſcourſe the 
matter privately between themſelves, and not in 
the hearing of their children; and inſtead of 
thwarting one another, or diſcourſing before them 
of thoſe things that are no Ways convenient for 
them to hear, and can be of no benefit to them, to 
take all fit opportunities of inſtilling good prin- 
ciples into their minds, by putting in practice that 
excellent advice which Moſes gave to the children 
of Iſrael, ſaying, Therefare Hall ye lay up theſe my 
words in your heart and in your foul, and ye ſhall teach 
them to your children, ſpeaking of them when thou 
fitteſt in thine houſe, when thou walkeft by the way, 
oben thou lieft deꝛiun, and when thou riſeſt up. And 
it is very often ſeen, that the good impreſſions that 
children receive from their parents in their tender 
years, ate not eaſily worn out. 


And, to the end that the good advice of parents 
might take the better effect, great endeavours ſhould | 
be uſed to have (if poſſible) ſuch ſervants as are 
religiouſly inclined, ſober, diſcreet, and orderly ; 
for 


f 13 E 23 


. for children being much in their company, ate 
'® liable to receive impreſſions from them, and if they 


are proud, idle, ill-natured, apt to give bad lan- 
guage, or corrupt in their manners, they often 


| inſtill the ſame into them: and alſo, to keep them 


from reading idle, romantic, and' profane books 
and pamphlets, that often infe& the minds of 
youth, and which children are too * to pleaſe 


; themſelves with. 


Now if 5 to make their work eaſy 
and prove the more effectual, they muſt be ſure to 


begin with their children betimes, it being eaſy to f 
bend a twig while it is young. Therefore, we 
| ſhould endeavour to break their wills whilſt they are 


little, and as ſoon as ever they are capable, to make 
them ſenſible that their wills ought to be entirely 


ſubje& to ours; and that whatſoever we command 


or require muſt be punctually complied with: but 


then care mult be taken, to require nothing of them 


that is unreaſonable, or not becoming a religious 
and tender parent. 


And if this be practiſed early, and they are not 


ſuffered to have any thing they cry or contend for, 
that is not fit or convenient for them, they will 
eaſily be contented without it, and quickly leave 
off ſtriving for maſtery ; which would be an eaſe 
to themſelves and to all about them. 


* 


1 And 


n * 


x 


On ECC tr an <P 


ann Nn "ner gy MOOS eee ee ws 7 = = 


[ 14 ] : 


up in duty and obedience. Therefore, if we intend 


ever to govern our children, we muſt begin with 


them whilſt they are little; for we cannot reaſonably 


expect they will be e de to us when grown up, 
| if they have had their wills and maſtery of us whilſt 
they were young. | 


We . entirely to love our children, but then 


we ſhould be careful not to let our love run to fond- 


neſs, and thereby cheriſh their faults, and humour 
them in whatſoever they crave or defire, without 
conſidering whether it be for their good or not, and 
thereby ſpoil them, and at laſt bring ſorrow and 
| ſhame upon ourſelves, as Solomon well obſerves, 


Prov. xxix. 15- A child left to himſelf, brings his 


mether to ſhame. And this may often be ſeen in 
ſome children at table, who will cry or crave almoſt 


for whatſoever they ſec, and muſt be ſerved the 


firſt, without regard to the perſons preſent ; and 


others quietly fit without aſking for any thing, but 
will contentedly take whatſoever their parents ſhall 


be pleaſed to give them : and this is occaſioned by 


the different management of their parents, And 


oftentimes thoſe who have been humoured from 


their cradle, and indulged as they grew up, have 
got ſuch a head over their parents, that it has 
ever after been out of their power to ſubdue their 
wills, 


| And thoſe children whoſe wills are once truly 
ſubjected to the will of their parents, often grow 


We 
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We ought carefully to obſerve the tempers and 
diſpoſitions of our children, and be always ready 
to take notice of any appearance of good in them, 
I? thereby to cheriſh it; and if at any time we per- 
ceive that which is commendable and praiſe-worthy, 
to encourage and commend it: for if we ſhould 
only look at their faults, and always chide and cor- 
rect them, it is the ready way to diſcourage or har- 
den them ; for as fooliſh fondneſs and indulgence 
are very pernicious on the one hand, ſo too much 
diſtance and ſeverity are on the other. . 
Parents ought in their carriage and treatment of 
their children, to endeavour to eſtabliſh in them a 
' ſenſe of the true love they bear them, which will 
naturally gain both love and eſteem from their chil- 
| dren; and when once there is a true love fixed in 
their minds, they will often be fearful of offending 
thoſe they love; and that fear which is ſettled upon 
a bottom of love and duty, is far more durable than S 
that which proceeds from the fear of a rod and 
puniſhment. Not but that corre&ion may ſome- 
times be made uſe of, but then it ought not to be 
on every flight occaſion, but for ſome great offence, 
as when they are obſtinate and wilfully diſobey 
their parents, or tell a known lie, or the like; but 
then it ought to be performed with a great deal of 
diſcretion, and that without anger or paſſion ; and 
endeavours ſhould be uſed firſt, to convince them 
of the evil they have committed, and of the griev= 


3 2 ouſneſs 


blows, but upon extraordinary occaſions, ſo too 
frequent chiding them for every little offence, 
ſhould carefully be avoided ; for the continual uſe 


| \ 38 5 

tt | at. of the crime; and then correct them . 
19! dately and coolly ; for if it be done in a heat, and 
| | the reſentment of the fault 1s mingled with paſſion, 
1 * it ſeldom reaches the mind, or has any good effect; 17 
1 but they are then apt to conclude, they are cor- ] : 
2181: * 
il | * rected to gratify their parents humour and paſſion, } 
maore than for the fault they have committed, and 4 
it in ſuch a caſe it often doth children a deal of injury. / | 
1: | But when they are once ſenſible of their fault, and 

| | | they ſee the correction proceeds from their parents 

| if q love and kindneſs, as well as reafon and judgment, 

| il 13 and that it tends to their own good, it commonly 

LE |} . Maeagcous to them. N 
Ft SY as- children ſhould {ſeldom be corrected by 4 
{ | * 
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ij of it upon every ſmall occaſion makes it too cheap F 
I! | | © and familiar, and leſſens the authority of parents, * 
and renders them the leſs regarded: and children who 


1 
* 


are brought to a ready compliance with their parents 


q | commands when they are little, and kept ſtrictly 
i to it as they gro up, and obedience being thereby 
| ; | become in a manner habitual to them, a wink or a ? 
[ FE nod will many times be ſuficient without frequent | 
| cChiding: dut when that doth not do, and words | 


are to be made uſe of, they ought to be kind, grave, 
and ſober, repreſenting the unbecomingneſs of the 
fault rather than railing at the child fer it; for 


* 
nallian 
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paſſionate and haſty chiding too often carries ill and 
unbecoming language with it. Children can eaſily 
diſcern between reaſon and paſſion; the one reaches 
the underſtanding and often makes an impreſſion 
upon the mind; the other tends to harden them in 
their faults and to ſlight their parents. 


1 As children are capable, care ſhould be taken to 
1 provide ſuch maſters, miſtreſſes, and tutors, as are 
1 perſons not only religious and learned, but alſo well 
qualified for the education of youth; perſons of 
good temper and conduct, that, together with 
| learning, may teach them virtue and good morals, 
* and will deal with them in a gentle, winning, and 
perſuaſive way, and not in the rough, rigorous, and 
ſevere method of blows and ſtripes. They may and 
ought to correct the ſtubborn and rebellious, but 
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reproof and admonition ought to precede correction. 
5 Children are rational creatures, and ſhould be ar- 
6 gued with, and endeavoured to be convinced by 
fraäeaſon; for a ſchool ſhould not be a mere houfe of 
| correction, but rather a place of delight and recre- 
£ q ation, which malters may make it by their diſcreet 


and prudent conduct; but when they ſhall correct 
or chide their 001 in paſſion and anger for every 
little offence, more to gratify their paſſionate tem- 
pers than for the fault committed, it makes a ſchool 
au terror to children, and tends very much to the 
hurt and hardening of Hoy and therefore, what 


\ > 1928 1 18 ] 
is before recommended to parents, ought to be put 
in practice by maſters, miſtreſſes, and tutors. 


No before I conclude, I ſhall add, that, as 
indulging children in their humours, and not 
fubjecting their wills whilſt they are young, is 
hurtful and pernicious, ſo to oratify them in pride 
and Juxury is of dangerous confequence ; for the 
prophet Ezekiel ſignified, Behold, this was the ini- 
quity of Sodom, pride, fulneſs of bread, and abundance 
of idlenefs was in her, and in her daughters, neither 
Aid ſbe frengthen the hands of the poor and needy ; and 
they "were haughty, and committed abomination before _ 
me © = [ took. them away as [ N good. Ezek. 8 


xvi. 49, 


So that parents onght to he very cautious of in- 
dulging their children in thoſe things, which lay a 
foundation for greater evils; and When they per- 
ceive a proud inclination in them, they ſhould uſe 
the utmoſt of their endeavours to. root out that per- 
nicious weed, and in no wiſe promote or encourage 
it. But it is frequently ſeen that ſome imprudent 
parents teach their children pride in their infancy ; 
for as ſoon as they are dreſſed in a new ſuit of 
clothes, they fo admire them that it teaches them 
to be proud of their clothes as ſoon as they have put 
them on; and how can it be expected but they 
ſhould grow up. in thoſe things that have been ſo 
early inſtilled into theis minds ?: 
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And where parent have ſo much aclighted to ſee 

finery on their children, and as they grow up, have 

4 indulged them in it, 'when afterwards they have 

1 ſeen the ill conſequences thereof, it hath been out 2 
of their power to reclaim them. 


Great care ſhould alſo be taken to prevent a habit 
of idleneſs ; and therefore fome good employment 
fuitable to their circumſtances ſhould be provided | 
for them : for thoſe who are bred up in pride and 
idleneſs, commonly (if their circumſtances permit 
it) live in luxury, and ſpend many of their 
thoughts that might be better employed, in con- 
triving what they ſhall eat and drink, and ſome- 
times can hardly invent any thing delicate enough 
for them. | 


It is no wonder then that fo many, whoſe edu- 
cation has been after this ſort, miſcarry ; for, al- 
though ſome, who have had large beginnings, and 
might have lived in good reputation, yet as ſoon as 
ever they have got their portions into their own 
hands, they have lived ſo much in pride, idleneſs, 

and extravagancy, that they have quickly. run out 
all their eſtates, and reduced themſelves to poverty; 
when others who have had very {mall beginnings, 
vet by their great frugality, induſtry, and appli- 
cation to their buſineſs, have (with the bleſſing of 
God accompanying their honeſt endeavours, lived 
| comfortably, 
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comfortably, and been conſiderably ralled in the 
world, 


And it is frequently ſeen, that many young 

people when they marry, and have competent 

portions to ſet up their trades with, having laid 
out great part thereof in rich and unſuitable pre- 

ſents, fine clothes, coſtly furniture, and fitting up _ 
their houſes, and other fine things that they might 
well have been without, have had very little left to S 
carry on their trade; and then with high and ex- 1 
travagant living, and neglect of their buſinefs, 1 
they have quickly run ſo much in debt, that they 

hape been forced to break, and by their own folly 
have brought ruin upon themſelves. 


ee if ſuch had 590 at firſt ſo fooliſhly run 
out their ſtocks, but been frugal, and taken care 
frequently to examine into the ſtate of their affairs, 
and made their expences ſuitable to their bottom 
and income, and been diligent and induſtrious in 
their buſineſs, they might have lived well by their 
trades, and been a comfort to themſelves and re- 
lations. 
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And ſome, who perceiving their trades were not 
ſufficient to anſwer their expences, have run upon 
fome deſperate project, either in merchandize or 
ſome other matters, that they neither underſtood 
nor were capable to manage; Which miſcarrying, 


—— 
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they have not only brought ruin upon themſelves 
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and their own families, but others have been great 
ſufferers by them. 


And this has been occaſioned by their pride and 
extravagancy ; whereas, if ſuch had been humble, 
frugal, and induſtrious, and kept to the buſineſs 
they were bred to, they might have maintained 
their families by the produce of their own trades, 


without muvlog into ſuch apparent danger. 


| Th vale: particulars are. not written with an in- 
tention to reflect on any, but as a general caution 


for all, into whoſe hands this may come, to take i 


warning by the harm and ruin of others: for, as 
it is ſaid, Pride goeth before deſtruction, and an 
haughty ſpirit before a fall, Prov. xvi. 18. ſo by bus 
mility and the fear of the Lord, are riches, and honour, 


and life. Ibid. xxii. 4. 


I will not ſay all the miſcarriages that happen to 


children, are owing to the miſcondu& and defi- 


ciency of their parents : but that nothing may be 
laid at their door, it will be ſafe as well as prudent 
tor them to conſider, whether they are found in the 


way of their duty towards them; and above all, to 2 
take care to educate them in godlineſs, nie a 


profitable unto all things, having the promiſe of the life - 


that naw is and that which is ta come. 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
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SELECT POEMS. 


PSALM XXIII. 


HE "TP is my Shepherd, * * and 
Guide, 


Whatever I want he will kindly provide; : 


Ever ſince I was born, it is he that has crown'd 
The life that he gave me with bleſſings around. 
Whilſt yet on the breaſt a poor infant I hung, 


And time had not looſen'd the ſtrings of my tongue, 
le gave me the ſuccour I could not implore, 2 
His love, and his mercy, O may I adore ! 


Through my tendereſt years, with as tender a care, 
My-ſoul like a lamb in his boſom he bare; = 


2 b To the brook he would lead me, whene'er J had need, 
1 And point out the paſture where beſt I might feed. 


No harm could approach me, for he was my ſhield 


From the birds of the air, and beaſts of the field; 
The wolf to devour me, would oftentimes ſtroll, 
But the Lord was my Shepherd and ae 8 is 


How oft in my youth have wander'd. ot 
How oft hath he turned me to the 1 way} [25 
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When loſt in dark error, no path I could meet, 

- His word, like a lantern, hath guided my feet. 2 
What wondrous eſcapes to his kindneſs I owe, 
When raſh and unthinking, I ſought my own woe ? 
My ſoul had long ſince been gone down to the deep, 
It the Lord had not watched when I was aſleep. _ 


Whene'er at a diſtance he fees me e afraid, ; 
He flies o'er the mountains and comes to my aid; 
Then leads me back gently, and bids me abide 
In the midſt of his flock, and feed eloſe at his ſide. 
How happy, if there I could n remain 7 
All the days of my life, and ne'er wander again; >: 4 
Yea, bleſt are the people, and happy twice told, L 
That obey the Lord s voice, and abide in: his fold. 

The fold it is full, and the paſtures are green, 

All is friendſhip and love, no enmity ſeen; 

Here the Lord dwells among us upon his own kill; 
And the mountains all round with his preſence doth 85 "2 
0 | > 
Himſelf in the midſt, with a provident eyes 
Regarding our wants with a timely ſupply, _ 
Prepareth all things for our ſafety and food ; 

We 9 nie gifts and are filled with goods 


| When he leads forth the flock, we gladly obey, | 

The Lord is himſelf both our leader and way; - 
While bleſt with his preſence, the vallies beneath I 
'A Fivect-ſmelling favour incelantly' þ breathe 3 - 
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He reneweth the face of each living thing, 

And oceans: the earth with perpetual Pant 

\ 
| The Lord is my Shepherd, what then ſhall Lear 1 

What danger can fright me, when he is ſo near; 
Nor when the time comes chat I paſs * the 
OY vale 
Of the ſhadows of death ſhall my confidence fail. 
Though afraid, of myſelf, to purſue the dark way, 
Thy rod and thy ſtaff be my comfort and ſtay ; 
For I know by thy guidance, when once it is paſt, | 
To a fountain of life it will bring me at laſt. 

The Lord is become my ſalvation and ſong, 
' His blefli ings ſhall follow me all my life long, 
Whatever condition he places me in, 

I know tis the beſt that could ever have been ; 
For the Lord he is good and his mercies are bor, 
He only afflicteth in order to cure 
The Lord I will praiſe, while ! av any death, 

Be content all my life, and refign'd at my death. 
— 
| * 
_ THE YOUTH: 8 REQUEST. 


3 


RESERVE me, Lord! amidſt the crowd, 
From every thought that's vain and proud, 

And raiſe my wond' ring mind to ſee, Sy 

. ee it is to truſt in thee. 
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Do. thou from ill 1 my youth, W 
From all the enemies of truth ; 2 
And free my mind from worldly cares, 
= m_— youthful ſins and youthful ſnares. 


ben in my heart, 3 hard as lone, 
Let ſeeds of early grace be ſown; 
Still water d with thy heav only love, 
Till it ſhall ſpring to joys above. 


TE PRAYER OF A DYING YOUTH. 


0 G OD of grace ! ! ad God of truth ! 
Who formed me by thy power ; 
It is thine hand arreſts my youth, 

And nips the opening flower. 


Reluctant nature thinks it ſoon, 
But if my morning ſun, | 
uſt ſet in darkneſs ere tis noon, FE EF: 
Thy 6 ſfov' 8 will be done. | 


U From thee I had my life at firſt, 
7 Tis thou ſupports my frame; 
8 At thy command J turn to duſt, Þ 
And bleſs by: * name. | 
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Thy ſentence J can ne'er revoke, 
Nor ſcape the gloomy cell; 


Lord! fit me for the parting ſtroke, 


And make me finiſh well. 


Young as I am, I have my guilt, 
Repeated every day; 

O! may the blood of Jeſus ſpilt, 
Waſh all my crimes away. 


And let thy ſpirit witneſs bear, 


That I am all thy own, 


Still make my precious ſoul thy care, 


Aud guard it to thy throne. 


ST 


There may I learn the wondrous theme, 


Of rich redeeming grace; 


And near thyſelf thou great Supreme, + 


Feind an eternal place. 


Then bow my parents to thy will, 

And ſooth their throbbing breaſt ; 

Say to each murmur, “Peace, be ſtill, 
« Whate'er I do is beſt.” 

The child you grieve for, yet furvives, 
In fairer worlds than this ; 

Be it the buſineſs of your lives, 

To follow him to iſs, 


» 6 
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Or in what words my ſentiments expreſs? _ 


( el 455 
| Secure your heaven, and always ſteer 
Towards the celeſtial ſhore ; 


There may your hearts unite, nor fear 
A ſeparation more. 


AN ADDRESS 


From a YounG e in England: 


PRE SEN TED To HER NEPHEWS AND NIECES, 


Rur LECTING on the foes ry math of youth, 
My heart's engag d that yourmay buy the u. 


That you may take the counſel of a Friends 
| And that a N may wth, 1 it deſceand. 


8 


What mall I ſay ? Row al I you addreſs 2 


I know, my dears, you ſtand on ſlipp' ry ground, 

I know that many dangers you ſurround— 

That nought can ſave you but Almighty Pow. 4 
O fly to him for refuge every hour, 

That no man take your crown, but that you may 
Be number d with the lambs at the laſt day. 


Oft have I view'd you idk a tender eye, 
Oft have I long'd for your proſperity.— e | 
O! could bring you up in Zion's ways, 
Methinks it would delight my latter days: "LEP 

, | T 
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You pleaſant plants, a garden of ſweet flow'rs, 
Who oft have been refreſh'd with goſpel ſhow'rs ; 
What goodly perſons, full of health and eaſe, 

Not one among you but are form'd to pleaſe. 
Are your lamps fill'd with oil? do they burn bright? 
It not, begin the work this very night ; 

Make no excuſes —but with one accord 
Freely give in your names to ſerve the Lord ; 
He's no hard Maſter I am bold to ſay, 

But takes delight his labourers to pay. 


Ye may remember once a fig- tree ſtood, 

Its leaves and branches I ſuppoſe were good; 
his tree, no doubt, as well as all of you, 
Partoox of ſun-ſhine, rain, and morning-dew ; 

But O! it only cumber'd up the ground, 
Feor not one fruitful branch was to be found: 

What was the conſequence ? The tree was curſt !— 


| EA dreadful nice, but methinks twas juſt. 


Well n ſuſce, 


 Avword's ſufficient to the truly wiſe ; 


For O! I hope not one of you'll be found 
A fruitleſs fig- tree, cumb ring up the ground; 
But if you live to ſec another YEAR, 

A little fruit will on each branch appear. 


We want your help, young MEN and WOMEN too; 


| Methinks you ſay, alas! what can we do? 

Hath not your Maker's will been made appear ?-- 

Hath not the trumpet ſounded in"your ear ? 
- Mo. p * 
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Come, 


E 

Come forth to battle in your Maker's cauſe, 
In vindication of his holy -LAWS. 
Ho many ſprightly youths in this our day | 

Have left the flock, took wing, and gone away; 

4 Like broken bows, they {tart and twilt aſide, 

D Spending their time in vanity and pride. — 
: And will you alſo from Chriit's laws depart ? 
| Well then I'm fore 'twill wound my tender heart; 5 | 
The very thought doth make my eyes to flo. 
For if you leave the flock, where will you go? 
Without a pilot, how the ſhip is toſt, = 
Without a ſhepherd, many theep are loſt. SY 
Come boldly forth then, fear no oppolition, . 
No wounds nor blows, for Chriſt is your Pariet 
He'll be your battle-axe, your ſword, and mhield, 
If unto him you due OBEDIENCE yield. 
Cloath'd with his ar our you'll be made Gee i 
And foes ſubdu'd ſhall fall beneath your feet. 


4G 


Remember, my dear friends, thoſe that partake 
Of perſecution for the GOSPEL's ſake, | 
Shall be invited to the royal board, 
The harveſt ſupper of the LaMB our Lon, 
To whoſe great Name eternal praiſe be giv'n . 
By ſaints on earth, and ſeraphims in heav n. 


3 
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How would my heart expand, pon” I but foe 5 
The Church come forth from her captivity; 
To view her glorious as in ancient days, a 
And each uniting to exalt her praiſe ; 
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1 0 fre her bruten walls built up again, 


And youths like you attending on her train.— 
Then will the Lorp deſcend with open hand, 
And peace and plenty crown the proſtrate land; 
He'll dry our tears, and graciouſly reſtore 
Judges and counſellors as heretofore. — 

To each he will, aflign their proper pls ace, 
To each he'll give an ornament of grace; 
Then ſhall the priſon-doors wide open flee, 
And captive fouls be ſet at LIBERTY ; 

Then ſhall the voice of lamentation odds; 
And wars and conflicts terminate in peace. 


Inſtead of fighing, melody will ſound, — 
Inſtead of mourning, praiſes will be found ; ; 
The clouds ſhall break, the ſhadows flee _ ; 
And joy and gladneſs uſher in the day: 

A glorious Geſpel-Day thall ther. ariſe, 
And ſcenes of wonder open to our eyes; 
Stones ready-form'd #hall then be beautity'd, 


The veſſels of the temple purify'd; 


a Inſtead of | joining with the nation's ways, 
The nations will unite with us in praiſe ; 
Fike doves unto their windows they will run, 
Y And own in them a mighty work begun, 

Feel its enlivening power to warm their heart, 
To heal each wound, and ſtrengthen every part. 
The view of this would animate me more 


Than corn, and wine, and oil laid up in ſtore. 


With a longing to ſerve; him, 
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But ſtop a e ve one e thing more to ſay, | 


That if from all advice you turn away; 
If no entreaties will prevail with you, 


Nor ſoft perſuaſions the great buſineſs do, 
The ſummons is gone forth, but not in vain, 
Nor ſhall the Word come empty! back again, 


But will perform its office, as you a ſce, 

T ſpeak it in divine authority | 
Others ſhall called be from diftant lands, MEE 
That will be glad ta run at his Commands; 


So be admoniſh'd, turn, repent, and live, 
And to your Maker his due honour give; 


Deſpiſe not propheſying, quench not the Spirit, 


So ſhall each one a GLoRIOUs CROWN inherit. 


4 - « - | Rs 
ARMELLE NICHOLAS” s 
ACCOUNT OF HERSELF. = 

= rom the 1 rench, | 5 SN ne off 


N che God of my love, i inthe mornings ſaid i the, 1 
Like a child to its Parent, when waking, I flee; 
and pleaſe him, 1 riſe, 
184) ſeen by theſe eyes: 


15 


And before him kneel down, ; 


I reſign up myſelf to his ab\9fihe. willy. 


Which I beg that in me he would: always fulfil ; 


That the pray'rs of the day, by whom-ever preferr'd, 
For the good of each ſoul, may be alſo thus heard. 


T6. 
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It, oblig d to ns on ſome houſchold affair, 

1 have ſcarce ſo much time as to ſay the Lord's 
pray r, | 

This gives me no 8 ; my dutiful part 

| Is obedience to him, whom [I have at my heart, 
As well at my work, as retiring to pray, 

And his love does not fuffer in mine a decay; ; 

He has taught me himſelf, that a work, which I do 
For his ſake, is a pray'r very real and true. 


I dreſs in his preſence, and learn to confeſs, 
That his provident kindneſs ſupplies me with dreſs ; 
In the midſt of all outward employment I find 
A converſing with him of an intimate kind: 

How ſweet. is the labour! his loving regard 

So ſupporting one's mind, that it thinks nothing hard; 
While the limbs are at work, in the ſeeking to pleaſe 
80 belov'd a companion, the mind is at eaſe, P 


In his preſence I cat and I drink ; and reflect 
How food, of his gift, is the growing effect; 

How his love to my ſoul is ſq great, and fo . 

Juſt as if it were fed with his own fleſh and blood. 
"What a virtue this Feeder, his meat and his drink, 
Has to kindle one's heart, I muſt leave you to think; „ 1 
He alone can exprefs it, no language 2 of mine, 5 
Were my life ſpent i in e could ever define. 


When perhaps by hard uſage, or wearineſs preſt, 
1 1 (AY am too apt to be fretful it bet: 
. Love 


„„ PE. 
| Love ſhews me, We how I ought to take a 
heed 
Not to nurſe the leaſt anger, by W or by deed; ; 
And he ſets ſuch a watch at the door of my lips, 
That of haſty croſs words there is nothing that flips; . 
Such irregular paſſions, as ſeek to ſurpriſe, * * 
Are cruſh. d and are conquer'd as ſoon as they riſe.” 
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Or if e'er 1 give place to an humour 0 bad, 
My mind has no reſt till forgiveneſs be had; 
I confeſs all my faults, as if he had not known, 
And my peace is renew'd by a goodneſs his own, 
In a manner ſo free, as if, after my ſin, | 
1 More ſtrongly confirm'd than before it had been. - 
hy a mercy ſo tender my heart is reclaim'd, 5 
And the more to love him 222 its failing inflam' d. 


— 


Sls I perceive that he hideth his face, 
And I ſeem like a perſon depriv'd of all grace. 
Then I ſay,—'tis no matter, altho' thou conceal” 
Thyſelf as thou pleaſeſt, III keep to my zeal ; 
I'll love thee and ſerve thee, however this rod 
May be ſent to chaſtiſe, for I know thou art God; | 

And with more circumſpeCtion I ſtand upon guard, . 
Till of ſuch 1 bleſſing no longer debarr' d. 


1 
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But a ſuffering, ſo deep, having taught me to EY 4 
What I am in my ſelf-hood, I learn to rely 
More firmly on him, who was pleas'd to endure 
The ſevereſt extremes, to make way for our cure; 
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To den to his pattern, as love ſhall ſee fit, 
My faith in the Saviour reſolves to ſubmit ; 

For no more than myſelf (if the word may go free) 
Can I live without N can he help loving me. 


e ee eee ene r e. ——— 


a Well aſſur'd of his 3 I pals. 4 the is: whoſe 
day, T4] 

And my work, hard or ay, is felt as a F "oh 5 | 

I am thankful in feelings, but, pleaſure or tmart, ? 

It is rather himſelf that I love in my heart. | 

Wynn they urge me to mirth, 1 think, O! were it 

= „ known, TE | 

How I meet the beſt company ha I'm alone ! 

So my dear fellow-creatures, 8 ties me each 
hour, 

bs the love og my God to we beſt of my pow r. ; 


| 
| 
| 
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At the Hour of the night, when 1 go. to my 
©?" reft, 

I repoſe on his love, like a child at the wet; 

1 And a ſweet peaceful ſilence invites me to keep | 
i Contemplating him, to my dropping aſleep: : I 
Many times a good thought, by its gentle delight, PA 
Has with-held me from ſleep a 9 part of the | 
night, . 2. 
In adoring his love, that continues to mare, 
Tæ⸗ poor wretched creature, ſo ſpecial a care. 

i s—afttr my heart was converted at laſt, 

ls the life I have led for theſe twenty years paſt > - 


os mt ——— — —— 
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My love has not chang'd, and my innermoſt peace, 5 
Tho! it ever ſeem dfull, has gone on to-increaſe : 
*Tis an infinite love that has fill d me, and fed 
My ſtill riſing hunger to eat of its bread. 
So ſatisfy'd ſtill, as if ſuch an exceſs — 
Could have MOLE more added, than what J polſels. 
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Wir I poſſeſs d of India's wealth, 
Or land and fleecy ſtore, HY 
My mind would {till a ſomething want, 
And ſtill would with for more. | 


[ 
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Should I the ſümmit have attain'd. 
= Of honour and renown; „ 
| ; Vet ſhould 1 ſtill ſome. Welling craves 1 
* All other joys to crown. N 


Should mk | called by raſter ode, 

Encircle o'er my brow, | 
That would not happineſs confer, 
F Nor peace of mind Aue 


* \ "Y 


1 Should F ortune nt on all my hopes, a : _ 1 0 
: And earthly joys increaſe, . 

Still would my heart a vacuum find, 

And Zerg; for a releaſe, = 


55 WS]. 
TDiis Heav'n alone can ſatisfy : 
- Th* expanded mind of man; 
25 "Tis immortality alone 
Enlivens every plan. 
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Grant me, O Heaven! while here on earth, 
How long, how ſhort t may be; 
_ To know that I immortal an, 
2 I' leave * reſt to thee ! 5 
| * 3 : * 
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